
Selected Economic 
Characteristics Estimate Margin of 

Error (+/-) Percent Margin of 
Error (+/-)

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Population 16 years and 
over 1,657,854 3,461 1,657,854 (X)

In labor force 1,131,056 4,976 68.2% 0.3
Civilian labor force 1,130,274 4,974 68.2% 0.3

Employed 1,043,381 5,136 62.9% 0.3
Unemployed 86,893 1,872 5.2% 0.1

Armed Forces 782 208 0.0% 0.1
Not in labor force 526,798 4,524 31.8% 0.3

Civilian labor force 1,130,274 4,974 1,130,274 (X)
Percent Unemployed 7.7% 0.2 (X) (X)

Females 16 years and over 826,351 2,855 826,351 (X)
In labor force 491,221 3,810 59.4% 0.4

Civilian labor force 491,141 3,800 59.4% 0.4
Employed 448,788 3,808 54.3% 0.4

Own children under 6 years 216,558 2,734 216,558 (X)

All parents in family in labor force 120,215 2,628 55.5% 1.2

Own children 6 to 17 years 338,837 3,402 338,837 (X)

All parents in family in labor force 215,899 4,360 63.7% 1

COMMUTING TO WORK

NOTE. Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing unit 
estimates, it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official 
estimates of the population for the nation, states, counties, cities and towns and estimates of housing units for 

 states and counties.
For more information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 

 Survey Methodology.

ACS Selected Economic Characteristics: 2005-2009
Data Set: 2005-2009 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
Survey: American Community Survey
Geographic Area: Houston city, Texas



Workers 16 years and over 1,018,649 5,222 1,018,649 (X)
Car, truck, or van -- drove alone 755,369 6,195 74.2% 0.4
Car, truck, or van -- carpooled 140,359 3,795 13.8% 0.4p ( g
taxicab) 48,653 2,263 4.8% 0.2
Walked 21,840 1,527 2.1% 0.2
Other means 20,831 1,357 2.0% 0.1
Worked at home 31,597 1,348 3.1% 0.1

Mean travel time to work 
(minutes) 26.3 0.2 (X) (X)

OCCUPATION

Civilian employed population 
16 years and over 1,043,381 5,136 1,043,381 (X)

Management, professional, and 
related occupations 333,585 4,168 32.0% 0.4
Service occupations 191,182 3,377 18.3% 0.3
Sales and office occupations 247,402 3,383 23.7% 0.3

Farming, fishing, and forestry 
occupations 1,983 443 0.2% 0.1

Construction, extraction, 
maintenance, and repair 
occupations 135,341 2,976 13.0% 0.3
Production, transportation, and 
material moving occupations 133,888 3,228 12.8% 0.3

INDUSTRY

Civilian employed population 
16 years and over 1,043,381 5,136 1,043,381 (X)

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
hunting, and mining 25,183 1,105 2.4% 0.1
Construction 116,265 3,089 11.1% 0.3
Manufacturing 95,460 2,410 9.1% 0.2
Wholesale trade 39,654 1,508 3.8% 0.1
Retail trade 106,878 2,985 10.2% 0.3
Transportation and warehousing, 
and utilities 64,255 2,094 6.2% 0.2
Information 16,576 1,086 1.6% 0.1
Finance and insurance, and real 
estate and rental and leasing 69,204 1,840 6.6% 0.2

Professional, scientific, and 
management, and administrative 
and waste management services 141,736 2,676 13.6% 0.2



Educational services, and health 
care and social assistance 186,565 3,009 17.9% 0.3
Arts, entertainment, and 
recreation, and accommodation 
and food services 93,858 2,923 9.0% 0.3

Other services, except public 
administration 62,726 2,038 6.0% 0.2
Public administration 25,021 1,371 2.4% 0.1

CLASS OF WORKER

Civilian employed population 
16 years and over 1,043,381 5,136 1,043,381 (X)

Private wage and salary workers 859,346 6,067 82.4% 0.4
Government workers 104,277 2,748 10.0% 0.3
Self-employed in own not 
incorporated business workers 77,909 2,279 7.5% 0.2
Unpaid family workers 1,849 344 0.2% 0.1

INCOME AND BENEFITS (IN 
2009 INFLATION-ADJUSTED 

DOLLARS)
Total households 804,839 3,609 804,839 (X)

Less than $10,000 69,843 1,915 8.7% 0.2
$10,000 to $14,999 53,465 1,835 6.6% 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999 110,154 2,482 13.7% 0.3
$25,000 to $34,999 100,765 2,646 12.5% 0.3
$35,000 to $49,999 120,307 2,648 14.9% 0.3
$50,000 to $74,999 133,999 2,473 16.6% 0.3
$75,000 to $99,999 74,792 2,081 9.3% 0.3
$100,000 to $149,999 74,154 1,893 9.2% 0.2
$150,000 to $199,999 30,053 1,096 3.7% 0.1
$200,000 or more 37,307 1,206 4.6% 0.1

Median household income 
(dollars) 42,797 403 (X) (X)

Mean household income (dollars) 67,061 659 (X) (X)

With earnings 690,969 3,839 85.9% 0.3
Mean earnings (dollars) 66,526 601 (X) (X)

With Social Security 151,375 2,141 18.8% 0.3

Mean Social Security income 
(dollars) 14,100 135 (X) (X)

With retirement income 76,873 1,708 9.6% 0.2



Mean retirement income 
(dollars) 21,956 1,102 (X) (X)

With Supplemental Security 
Income 25,242 1,058 3.1% 0.1

Mean Supplemental Security 
Income (dollars) 7,126 199 (X) (X)

With cash public assistance 
income 12,909 917 1.6% 0.1

Mean cash public assistance 
income (dollars) 2,562 260 (X) (X)

With Food Stamp/SNAP benefits 
in the past 12 months 76,432 2,204 9.5% 0.3

Families 500,594 3,674 500,594 (X)
Less than $10,000 33,701 1,383 6.7% 0.3
$10,000 to $14,999 26,511 1,269 5.3% 0.3
$15,000 to $24,999 66,882 2,016 13.4% 0.4
$25,000 to $34,999 61,620 2,086 12.3% 0.4
$35,000 to $49,999 72,663 2,043 14.5% 0.4
$50,000 to $74,999 82,034 2,279 16.4% 0.4
$75,000 to $99,999 50,150 1,682 10.0% 0.3
$100,000 to $149,999 53,608 1,456 10.7% 0.3
$150,000 to $199,999 23,141 946 4.6% 0.2
$200,000 or more 30,284 1,133 6.0% 0.2
Median family income (dollars) 47,278 646 (X) (X)
Mean family income (dollars) 76,242 885 (X) (X)

Per capita income (dollars) 25,625 263 (X) (X)

Nonfamily households 304,245 3,635 304,245 (X)

Median nonfamily income 
(dollars) 34,642 527 (X) (X)
Mean nonfamily income (dollars) 49,879 880 (X) (X)

Median earnings for workers 
(dollars) 25,688 219 (X) (X)

Median earnings for male full-
time, year-round workers (dollars) 36,135 457 (X) (X)

Median earnings for female full-
time, year-round workers (dollars) 32,536 498 (X) (X)



HEALTH INSURANCE 
COVERAGE

Population (X) (X) (X) (X)
With health insurance coverage (X) (X) (X) (X)

With private health insurance 
coverage (X) (X) (X) (X)
With public health coverage (X) (X) (X) (X)

No health insurance coverage (X) (X) (X) (X)
Population Under 18 years (X) (X) (X) (X)

No health insurance coverage (X) (X) (X) (X)

PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES 
AND PEOPLE WHOSE INCOME 

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS IS 
BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL

All families 17.3% 0.5 (X) (X)

With related children under 18 
years 25.2% 0.8 (X) (X)

With related children under 5 
years only 23.4% 1.7 (X) (X)

Married couple families 10.7% 0.4 (X) (X)

With related children under 18 
years 15.8% 0.7 (X) (X)

With related children under 5 
years only 14.9% 1.5 (X) (X)

Families with female householder, 
no husband present 34.7% 1.1 (X) (X)

With related children under 18 
years 43.8% 1.4 (X) (X)

years only 44.4% 3.1 (X) (X)

All people 20.8% 0.5 (X) (X)
Under 18 years 31.5% 0.9 (X) (X)

Related children under 18 years 31.3% 0.9 (X) (X)
years 33.6% 1.5 (X) (X)
Related children 5 to 17 years 30.2% 0.9 (X) (X)

18 years and over 16.8% 0.4 (X) (X)
18 to 64 years 17.1% 0.4 (X) (X)
65 years and over 14.2% 0.7 (X) (X)

People in families 20.1% 0.5 (X) (X)



Unrelated individuals 15 years 
and over 23.4% 0.6 (X) (X)

 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey


